Life With An Edge – Preview – Caroline Park

Here at the River we’re committed to learning how to Live Life with an Edge - - i.e. excitement, advantage…and maybe a little danger.  We’ll be examining the story of Jacob from the Old Testament Bible to look for insights….
Genesis 25

19 This is the account of Abraham's son Isaac. Abraham became the father of Isaac, 

20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram  and sister of Laban the Aramean.

21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant.

22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, "Why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the LORD.

23 The LORD said to her, 

"Two nations are in your womb, 

and two peoples from within you will be separated; 

one people will be stronger than the other, 

 and the older will serve the younger."

24 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. 

25 The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.1  26 After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob.2  Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them. 27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents.  28 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished.  30 He said to Jacob, "Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!" (That is why he was also called Edom.3)

31 Jacob replied, "First sell me your birthright." 32 "Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?" 33 But Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.   

34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left.    So Esau despised his birthright.

Footnotes:
1. Esau may mean hairy ; he was also called Edom, which means red.

2. Jacob means he grasps the heel (figuratively, he deceives ).

3. Edom means red .
Jacob’s story fascinates me.  Here is the guy who was born grabbing onto his twin brother’s heel and gets the name, Jacob, which means “he grabs the heel”, in Hebrew idiom “he deceives”.   For big part of his life, he acts his name until God comes and gives him a new name, Israel, and yes, he is the origin of the nation Israel, the father of 12 tribes.  

Jacob was not the first patriarch, though.  He is a grandson of the first patriarch, Abraham.  Abraham is the one who starts his journey with God and receives the promise child, Isaac, from God.  Isaac fathers Esau and Jacob.  

It is intriguing to me that Abraham didn’t become Israel, nor did Isaac.  Abraham had other children who ended up not being part of Israel.  Isaac did, too, namely Esau.  Why Jacob?  Of course, I don’t know the answer to it, but there is something noteworthy about Jacob: he was a twin.  

Isn’t that interesting?  Isaac prays to God for a child, and God gives them twins, who struggle in their mother’s womb.  A unique thing about twins (among other things) is that from the moment of their conception, they share the womb.  They don’t get the exclusive nurturing in the womb, at least biologically speaking, for their first 9 months unlike non-twin babies.  I wonder if this doesn’t reflect our earthen reality.  There is not enough.  It is a zero-sum game. When Esau has more, Jacob has less.  When Jacob has more, Esau has less.

They certainly seem to live out that reality. Jacob is the one without the father’s favor.  He misses out on the birthright with a split second difference.  He stays around in the tents, cooking stews.  His narrative is that of “the deprived”.  Jacob’s story is a desperate attempt to reverse his lot in life – but the desperation comes precisely from the narrative that he believes in. 

Esau seems to be the one with better luck, at least in the beginning.  He is the first born, which automatically gives him twice the inheritance of Jacob.  He has the favor of the father.  He is strong and a good hunter.  The nature has favored Esau, it seems.  He also lives that out.  He doesn’t really care about his birthright.  The story says that he “despised” his birthright.  The feeling seems to be more of a lack of appreciation rather than active dislike to it.  He despises it because he feels that he doesn’t need it.  He lives out the story of “the entitled”.  

Both narratives play out the exact earthen reality or zero-sum game.  “Our world’s only story line is win/lose, but unfortunately it actually ends up to be lose/lose” writes Richard Rohr in Hope against Darkness.  In the end, both narratives fail to serve them.  They spiral down a destructive cycle until God offers an alternative as we will see in later chapters. 

The other day, I read about Michael Jordan’s Hall of Fame induction speech.  I don’t know how accurate the article’s point of view was, but it was basically about how Jordan used the speech as an opportunity to get back at people who didn’t believe him.  According to the article, one Hall of Famer said privately later,  “MJ was introduced as the greatest player ever and he’s still standing there trying to settle scores”.  This was surprising to me.  Michael Jordan?  He still feels the need to prove himself?  I mean, I know nothing about basketball, but even I know Michael Jordan.  Once again, it seems to tell me that without God’s help, our narratives will fail us.  They will fail us completely no matter how successful they are.  

This Sunday, Charles is starting off a new series called “Life with an Edge”, where he will talk about life that is beyond the earthen reality of lose/lose.  Along with that there will be weekly reflections looking at Jacob’s life; how he became Israel from Jacob.  As we geared up to the first talk on Sunday, here are a few questions you might choose to reflect on. 

1.  What is my narrative?

2. How does my narrative affect the people around me?

3. Where is God in it?  Is He saying anything to you?

If you are interested this week you can read: 

· Michael Jordan article that I referred to: http://www.ethiopianreview.com/articles/30386
· Story of Isaac, Jacob’s father: Genesis 21, 22, 24

