Sermon series: Get in the Groove

November 29th, 2009

Sermon title: Of Happiness


As the last sermon of the sermon series, “Get in the Groove”, this Sunday Charles talked about the groove of happiness.  Of the three kings that we took a closer look during this series, king David stands out as the only king who was happy, despite the tumultuous life that he lived.  

For this week’s reflection, we are going to read the story of David, right after he made the biggest blunder of his life, which led to many tragedies in his later life.  He coveted his general Uriah’s wife while Uriah was at war.  David took his wife and impregnated her.  Then he had Uriah killed in a battle to cover it up (2 Samuel 11 and 12).  The story follows the prophet Nathan’s confrontation of David.  

2 Samuel 12

13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD."        Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, [a] the son born to you will die."

15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife had borne to David, and he became ill. 16 David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground. 17 The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them.

 18 On the seventh day the child died. David's servants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, "While the child was still living, we spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How can we tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate."

 19 David noticed that his servants were whispering among themselves and he realized the child was dead. "Is the child dead?" he asked.        "Yes," they replied, "he is dead."

 20 Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate.

 21 His servants asked him, "Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!"

 22 He answered, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, 'Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.' 23 But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me."

 24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him; 25 and because the LORD loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah.

To take his own general’s wife while he was at war was bad enough, but to kill the general to cover up his wrong was inexcusable and horrendous.  Despite that, there is something beautiful about this part of the story.  It reveals the trust and the bond David had with God.  

After Nathan predicts that the child will die, David still goes to God to plead with Him.  David fully owns the blame of his actions.  He does not blame God for the consequences of the adultery and murder he committed.  At the same time, he also seems to fully believe that he has been forgiven (v. 13), and that he can still approach God.  He still believes that his pleading might move God’s heart.  He believes that God loves him and cares about him.  He still has belief in God’s mercy as well as His justice.  

David’s attitude after the baby’s death is also striking, so striking that even his servants are puzzled.  Instead of grieving more, he gets up and worships God.  In the face of the loss of a child as a discipline from God for his own actions, David expresses his belief in God’s goodness by worshipping Him.  By washing himself and eating, he says that life is still a gift.  

David treats Bathsheba as a grieving mother of her lost child and not other things.  He doesn’t treat her as the cause of his sin and therefore the source of his miseries.  He comforts her.  And the second child born from that relationship is loved by God, as if God approves of how David dealt with it.  God gives the name “Jedidiah” for the child, which means “loved by God”.  This child becomes the next king after David, the king Solomon.  

The story makes me think about my relationship with my kids… also my relationship with my parents as a kid.  Perhaps that is because David’s relationship with God seems so strikingly like that of a child and the father.  There is such deep and strong security that David has with God.  He is not afraid of asking, not afraid of pleading even after his major blunder.  He trusts that God will put the necessary boundaries for him.  He trusts that God will do what is best for him.  He has no fear that disappointments or discipline from God might mean His rejection of him.  He completely trusts that he is forgiven, when God says he is.  He indeed believes what he prayed, 

“LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup;         

  you have made my lot secure.

  The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

  surely I have a delightful inheritance. (Psalm 16:5. 6)

How do I feel about God for my life?

1. Do I feel forgiven by God for the things I have done?

2. Do I feel that I can always approach Him with anything?

3. Do I feel that “I have a delightful inheritance” from God in life? 
