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· Ecclesiastes 3

·  1 There is a time for everything, 

·      and a season for every activity under heaven:

·  2 a time to be born and a time to die,         

·     a time to plant and a time to uproot,

·  3 a time to kill and a time to heal,         

·     a time to tear down and a time to build,

·  4 a time to weep and a time to laugh,         

·     a time to mourn and a time to dance,

·  5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,         

·     a time to embrace and a time to refrain,

·  6 a time to search and a time to give up,         

·     a time to keep and a time to throw away,

·  7 a time to tear and a time to mend,         

·     a time to be silent and a time to speak,

·  8 a time to love and a time to hate,         

·     a time for war and a time for peace.

 9 What does the worker gain from his toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on men. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.

From time to time, I go back to this Scripture passage in Ecclesiastes 3.  (King Solomon who was known for his wisdom is said to have written the book of Ecclesiastes.)  It helps me to think about my life, what is going on now, what is expected of it, what is the “groove” it is going through, and how I can get in the groove instead of going against it.  Reflecting on it often helped me, especially when I feel like I am going through a transition, not always an outward transition, but certainly a change of wind.  I think about what my new season might be or what God might be trying to teach me in this season.  I think about the season I just have gone through and what that might have been about.  

The verse 11 always hits me with such force.  “He has also set eternity in the hearts of men(women); yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end”.  It makes me want to think about it, though every time, I admit that I don’t understand what it means fully.  

But it seems true that God has “set eternity on” our hearts.  That is why I think about seasons in life. That is why we try to readjust when transition comes.  And ironically, this is why we expect things to change… because we understand eternity, that against eternity, nothing lasts and that we don’t know what will happen tomorrow, let alone from “beginning to end”.   

This Sunday (10/18) the River is starting a new sermon series, “Get in the Groove”.  As we anticipate the new series and with the wind turning chilly and leaves starting to fall, why don’t we spend a little time reflecting on life?  

Some questions that might help as you do so:

1. What is the season in my life as I reflect on “there is time for everything” passage?

2. What do I think about the eternity set in my heart?  Where do I feel its tugging the most?
3. The smallness of my life compared to eternity.  How do I feel about that?  
