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What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

Genesis 50

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?" 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 'This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept.

 18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they said.

 19 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

The Death of Joseph

 22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father's family. He lived a hundred and ten years 23 and saw the third generation of Ephraim's children. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph's knees. [c]

 24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." 25 And Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place."

 26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.

This Sunday (7/25), Charles talked about a core strength of overcoming adversities in life.  This reminds me of a person in the Bible who had his share of adversity thrown at him but still remained an inspiration for God’s people.  His name was Joseph.  

Joseph was a favored son of Jacob.  Jacob had two wives, Leah and Rachel.  He favored Rachel but Rachel had a hard time having children.  When she finally gave birth to Joseph, Jacob “loved him more than any of his other sons”.  This must have spoiled the boy and caused intense hatred and jealousy among the boy’s brothers.  When they had a chance, Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave to Egypt.  

In Egypt Joseph becomes a slave to an Egyptian official.  God blesses Joseph and he finds favor with the master who puts him in charge of all his household.  But the master’s wife, after failing to seduce him, makes a false charge against him and puts him in prison. 

In prison, he finds favor from the prison warden.  The warden puts him in charge of all the prisoners held there.  One day, Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker are put in jail after offending the Pharaoh.  They one night have dreams that puzzle them.  Joseph who had the gift of interpreting dreams interprets the dreams for them.  The baker will be executed in three days and the cupbearer will be restored in three days.  Joseph asks the cupbearer to remember him when he gets out. 

Things happen exactly as Joseph predicted, but the cupbearer forgets all about Joseph, until much later when the Pharaoh has a dream that frightens him but none of his wise men can interpret it.  Joseph is finally brought in.  He successfully interprets the dream and predicts a huge famine on its way in seven years.  Pharaoh is so pleased and impressed with Joseph that the Pharaoh puts him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.

Then the famine hits the land and not only Egypt but all the surrounding regions are affected.  Only Egypt is prepared to handle the disaster thanks to the Pharaoh’s dream 7 years earlier.  People from all over the region come to buy grains from Egypt and Joseph’s brothers come as well.  After some drama, Joseph is reunited with his brothers and father.  He moves the whole family into Egypt to survive the famine.  

17 years later Joseph’s father, Jacob, dies.  We learn from the passage above that Joseph’s brothers are afraid that he will now avenge the wrongs done to him by his brothers.  They sent a false message to Joseph from his late father.  

Joseph weeps here.  I cannot be sure exactly why he weeps. Is it for his brothers finally ask for forgiveness?  Or because he sees that his brothers still cannot trust him?  I tend to think the latter.  The brothers still don’t see Joseph after all he has done for the family, and 17 years after being reunited.  I wonder if Joseph still felt not known, not seen by his own family.  Joseph still speaks kindly to his brothers and reassures them. (Genesis 37, 39-50)

That is quite a life he lived.  Joseph was blessed and favored by God all his life.  But his life was not free of adversity and suffering.  Over and over again, the good seasons in life were interrupted by major betrayals of people, his brothers, his boss’ wife, a fellow prisoner, and his brothers again.  But each time, he springs back from the misfortune with a bigger success and a larger territory.  How did he do that?  

I don’t know.  But if I can guess, the distinctive quality in him is his trust in God’s love and favor for him.  If a person’s last words can say anything about him, Joseph’s last words are revealing.  He asks his brothers to make sure to bring his bones back out of Egypt.  He is acutely aware that his family is far from the land that God has promised his fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  He is equally sure that the promise still stands and that God is coming to rescue them.  After so many let-downs in his life that could have left him jaded, he still believes in God’s ultimate blessings for him and his people so strongly that he uses his last words in giving instructions for when it happens, not if.  

Could it be that Joseph’s confidence in God’s promise for him has helped him to rebound from life’s misfortunes over and over again?  He lived life as a stranger in a strange land, even to his own people.  But even as he dies, he holds on to the promise, that he will be home one day.  And because he believed and lived the promise, he became the one used to fulfill the promise.  

The bible makes a point of telling us what happens hundreds of years later.  

· Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear an oath. He had said, "God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you from this place." (Exodus 13:19)
And the bones of Joseph must have wandered around the desert for 40 more years with Israelites.  Then again what is 40 more years to him now?  

· And Joseph's bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This became the inheritance of Joseph's descendants. (Joshua 24:32)
Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. Have I experienced a major setback or failure in life?  

2. How have I responded to it?  How am I responding to it?  How am I different because of the experience?

3. What is God’s promise for my life?  Jesus has promised “life in all its fullness” to all who follow him.  What does that mean for me?

