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What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

Matthew 13:44-46

44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

 45"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

This Sunday(6/20), Charles talked about wisdom as the ability to choose wisely today for the future.  He also talked about how we are not very good at telling what will be good for us in the future.  In a way, not trusting too much our own ability to make a good choice for the future is the beginning of wisdom.  In light of his talk, two parables that Jesus tells in this passage are intriguing to me.  

From the human point of view, the prudent personal finance management point of view, this merchant in the parable is not being very wise.  He is putting all his eggs in one basket.  But from the spiritual point of view, he is doing a very wise thing.  He is putting all his bet on God to give him a good life.  He doesn’t trust in his own ability to come up with the magic portfolio of the right things in his life to make him happy.  Rather he defers that question to God.  

When I read this passage in the past, I might have focused too much on the “finding” the treasure part.  How will I find this treasure?  Where will I find this treasure?  It feels like it is hard to find this great treasure.  But Jesus also said, “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you(Luke 11:9).”  “Finding” the treasure or the pearl is a given in this passage.   Also, it is really not up to me but God.  Then, it is not so much about knowing where and how to find it, but about having the eyes to recognize it like a experienced and skilled merchant.   Perhaps it is more about becoming the person who can see and then has the guts to sell everything to buy the treasure when it is found.  

The other day a friend shared with me how she seems to see her life in a completely different color after forgiving her mother.  She has been coming to the River for over a year.  She heard all this time about God’s love and loving others.  She liked what she was hearing and thought she understood it.  But now she sees that her heart didn’t really understand anything until she actually took the step of being willing to forgive her mom.  Once she tried out the idea of love and forgiveness in real life, she understood what Jesus is about and the biggest gift that Jesus is offering.  

I wonder if her decision to try forgiveness was like selling some of her possession to buy the great pearl of prize.  When she was “learning” about God to find what she was looking for, maybe she too was focused on the “finding” part. 

So perhaps, it’s a process.   As I make small sales of what I cling to and experience God’s power from it, I am becoming the person who can see more clearly and sell the next possession of mine.  Maybe it takes us a lifetime to sell all we have to buy the kingdom.  Not being confident in my own wisdom to take that action now, this long process feels like God’s grace.  From my friend’s story and my own past experience, I know that God doesn’t wait to let us taste the kingdom until we sell everything.  And the taste of God’s kingdom here and now heals me and makes me wiser. 

Despite the seeming recklessness of putting all the eggs in one basket, this is after all a pretty good deal.  Fool proof.  100% guaranteed. 

Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. What do I think about my own wisdom in choosing now for what will give me good life in the future? 
2. Have I made decisions that later proved to be unwise?
3. In that situation, what would it mean for me to invest in kingdom even partially?  Are there things that I learned about God that I can give a try and see if it will bring me happiness?  

