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What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

Matthew 6:19-24

 19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

 22"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

 24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  

This Sunday (6/13) we started our new sermon series, Build Your Core Strengths.  For the next several weeks, we will be looking at the core strengths that will carry us through our life, such as integrity, wisdom, passion, emotional maturity, etc.   

Here in this passage, Jesus talks abut the wisdom of putting our treasure and investment in the things that will last forever.  This, in my opinion, is not just about doing the “work” of God, but also caring for our souls such as building our characters, which will last forever.  

I have heard teachings on this passage in the past and remember being helped by thinking through where I actually put my money, time or energy.  Are there things that make up a big slice in my budget pie chart?  Which area of my life do I spend most of time on?  Are there things that take up much of my mental energy?  What does that say about where my heart is? 

I recommend sitting down and thinking about these questions.  But as I read this passage again, I realize that it might mean something slightly different from how I understood it.  He says, “for where your treasure is, there your heart will also be” rather than “you will put your treasure where your heart is.”  I think it is still true that we will end up spending our resources in the things that we really care about.  But could it be also true the other way around?  
It makes me think about stories of parents who work hard to provide for their families out of love for them, but end up losing them because long hours at work make them forget how to love their families.  Or those who work hard for their careers because they want meaningful and purposeful lives, but end up not able to enjoy life or care for others in a meaningful way because they become workaholics.  We usually start with good intentions: we want to care for our families, we want to love our children, we want to have a meaningful life, we want to make a difference, we don’t want our children to experience the same hardships.  If we can only do this, whether it's financial security, success, finding passion, or good education for kids. It is just a means to an end, so we think.  Then it seems that too often, life turns that around on us and we become bound to those very same "means". Our hearts’ preoccupation with the means become so powerful that there is no more room for the ends that we were striving for in the first place.  In other words, “where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.”  

In that light, the following verses make sense.  “The eye” Jesus talks about seems to be the vision for our lives.  If we have a good way to discern what will give life to us, then our whole life will be good.  But what if the light that we live by, those means that we cling to to give us what we deeply desire is not really light at all?  What if the hopes of our life will in the end deceive us?  

So I do encourage us to sit down to take stock of our lives; where are our resources going to?  If we feel that where we put our treasure is not where our heart is, then we should think again, because Jesus is saying that our heart will follow us wherever we put our treasures. In 5 years, or 10 years, we might find our hearts where we don’t want them to be.  

Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. What do I really care about in life?  What do I want to have achieved at the end of my life?

2. Where are my money, time, and energy (physical, mental, and emotional) really going to?

3. Are there discrepancies between the answers to #1 and #2?  How do I feel about that?  Talk to God about it.  


