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What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

This Sunday, we heard more about Paul life after his encounter with Jesus.  For this week’s reflection guide, I want to revisit Paul’s encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus for something that seems essential in turning around one’s life and writing a better future.  

· Acts 9:1-22
·  1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"
·  5"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.
·    "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. 6"Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."
·  7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.
 10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" 

·       "Yes, Lord," he answered.
·  11The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight."
·  13"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."
·  15But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."
·  17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
· Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21All those who heard him were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?" 22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.
Even though Charles talked about this story of Paul (whose name was Saul when this story happened) a few weeks ago, I thought it would be helpful to read it again with the emphasis on what made his new life possible: forgiveness.  Though I have read this passage many times, I don’t think it really struck me until now that Jesus had to forgive him.  Perhaps in my mind, it is easy for God to forgive.  But then again, that forgiveness came with a huge price: the death on the cross.  

As Saul encounters the blinding light and the voice from heaven, the voice asks, “why do you persecute me?”  He doesn’t ask “why do you persecute my people?”  or “why are you doing this bad thing?”  Jesus doesn’t gloss over the fact that Paul is persecuting and hating Jesus more than anyone else.  

Then Ananias has to forgive him for persecuting him and killing his friends (it is fitting that Ananias name means “the Lord is full of grace”).  He tries to remind God how dangerous he is.  Like me, he seems to forget that God had to forgive him first and that Jesus that he is following died for that precise reason, forgiveness.  

What is even more striking to me is the depth and the speed of Saul’s forgiveness of himself!  He was murdering people thinking that it was God’s will.  Then he finds that he was actually persecuting the very God he follows and killing the people who love Him.  But when the scales from his eye fall and he regains his sight, he is ready to go out and preach Jesus and His gift of forgiveness.  It seems to me that he experienced God’s forgiveness so deeply that he is certain in his heart that God wants others to experience it through him.  In that confidence in God’s grace, his words grow more and more powerful. 

It is not surprising that Paul becomes the messenger of God’s grace to all who will believe.  Paul himself is persecuted a lot for preaching the gospel, but he keeps on loving and forgiving.  It is one big story of forgiveness.  

I know, from my own personal experiences, that it is not easy to be forgiven.  It is not that God doesn’t readily forgive us, because He does, but that there seems to be reluctance in me to receive that forgiveness.  I always want to deserve the pardon.  But one cannot deserve forgiveness.  Forgiveness by definition is letting someone off the hook without making him or her pay for it.  

Jesus said “her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little. (Luke 4:74)"  Paul was forgiven much and he loved much.  Perhaps we first need to receive the forgiveness that God offers in the areas where we want to change, where we struggle to change.  Perhaps that needs to come before we try with our might to change ourselves.  Perhaps, once we accept the forgiveness as a gift, a better future will flow out of it like a gift, too.  

Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. Are there regrets or past mistakes that I don’t want to think about?
· Consider talking to God about them.  Say sorry to God for things that you did to hurt Him or people around you.  
· You are forgiven for the things that you confessed, in Jesus’ name.  
2. Are there people who have hurt me that I still have hard time thinking about?  (whether it was right for you to feel hurt or not doesn’t matter.  If you felt hurt, there is something that you can forgive that person for).  
· Consider saying to God that you want to forgive this person and ask Him to empower you to.  
3. Are there people I can trust and share these things with and receive prayer from?  Consider receiving prayers from your Community group or subgroup leaders, or Sunday morning prayer team.

