Sermon Series: How to Write a Better Future for Ourselves

Week 5 (5/2)


What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

This Sunday (5/2), Charles talked about how Saul was so blinded by the guiding light of his life that he didn’t recognize the light of God until he had an encounter with God on the way to Damascus.  The guiding light that failed Saul was the Book of God.  This week, we take a look at another person who was also failed by his own guiding light - a very different kind.  

1 Kings 3:5-15

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you."

 6 Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.

 7 "Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"

 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life." 15 Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream.
1 King 11:1-13

 1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech [a] the detestable god of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done.

 7 On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and for Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. 8 He did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods.

 9 The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD's command. 11 So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen."
King Solomon is famous for his wisdom.  The first passage tells the fun story of how he received this supernatural gift of wisdom from God.  It is less well known that king Solomon ends up in a very bad place spiritually in his old age.  The second passage tells that story.  In his later life, he worshipped other gods including Chemosh and Molech .  Worship of these gods involved child sacrifices.  Solomon, whose wisdom was known all over the world, became the king who practiced the inhuman and ignorant sacrifice of children before statues.  

It is interesting to note that in his request to God in the first passage, Solomon asks for a “discerning heart” to “distinguish from right and wrong”.  God granted that to him.  But he ends up falling short because he insists on a way that God clearly warns as wrong. 

Here, God did not get angry with Solomon just because he married foreign women.  The gift of wisdom from God actually came after his marriage to the Egyptian princess.  Also, it was before the Temple was built and while Solomon was making sacrifices at high places, which was against God’s law.  (“Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.” 1 King 3:3)  So it was not so much about letter of the law but where his heart was.  Even as he was marrying foreign princesses and offering sacrifices on the high places, his heart was with God.  His desire was to govern the great people of God well.  He was acutely aware that he could not do the job well without God’s help.  He knew he could not see very clearly.  

So what changed? King Solomon continued to override God’s command not to marry foreign women.  God’s warning was very clear: it would lead to worshipping their gods.  King Solomon probably did not start out wanting to worship other gods.  He kept marrying these women, a thousand of them, thinking that somehow he was immune to this danger.  He must have thought he would not change and turn away from God even if he married foreign women.   

This makes me think that his wisdom may have become the faulty guiding light that blinded him.  Because of the gift of a discerning heart, and because of the praises that he received from important people all over the world, he was overconfident in his own ability to navigate the deceitful nature of the human heart.  Does this mean that God’s gift was bad?  

The difference between young Solomon and the old Solomon seems to be that when he was young, he knew that the source of wisdom was God not himself.  And he was able to use this powerful gift to bless others.  In his later years, he seems to have believed that he was wiser than God.  God was not the source of his wisdom anymore, but his own discernment was.  God’s caution did not apply to him since he was beyond that.  He knew better than that (unlike others). 

I pray that we would all receive supernatural gifts from God.  I also pray that we would always remember that God is the source of light and these gifts, and that our human hearts are good at deceiving ourselves. 
Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. Taking pride in something can easily mislead our hearts.  Are there things that I am particularly proud of? 

2. Have I been feeling pressure being put on this area of my life?  By conflicts, failures, or unintended outcomes? 

3. Is God saying something to me through it?

