Sermon Series: How to Write a Better Future for Ourselves

Week 4 (4/25)


What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

This Sunday (4/25), 

Luke 13:10 - 21

10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.

 14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath."

 15The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"

 17When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

 18Then Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches."

 20Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount[a] of flour until it worked all through the dough."
The story describes a typical interaction with Jesus, crowd and the religious leaders.  Jesus heals a woman who has been suffering for 18 years.  Amazing!  But the next moment, things turn sour as the synagogue ruler declares that in fact the healing of a crippled woman by the power of God was against God’s will because it was done on a Sabbath day.  

I am tempted to roll my eyes at this hypocritical ruler, but then again, as is so often the case, looked at another way, it can hit close to home.  Oftentimes, we experience a blessing only to struggle next.   Unexpected blessings  can turn into a trap and a snare for us.   For example, there are lots of stories about lottery winners’ lives ruined by their ‘lucky break.’  Or more close to home, one kind gift from a well-meaning family friend turns into a battle among my three children.  

This Sunday, John Furste talked about a similar pattern in the early church.  With the gift of the Holy Spirit, the people are unified and things are great.  But soon enough, people start to complain loudly, and somehow that seems even more discouraging considering what wonderful experiences they’ve been having.  Jesus has come and died and resurrected.  Why are things still not perfect?

I am intrigued by two short parables that Jesus shares right after getting flak for healing the woman on a Sabbath.  It seems that often in the Bible, especially the gospels, the passages that follow an incident offer insights into what happened.   Here again, the verse, “Then, Jesus asked,  “What is the Kingdom of God like?” seems to suggest that the parables are related to what just happened.  

Jesus seems to be offering a perspective on how to look at this gap between the victory Jesus has brought and the remaining reality that still stays untouched by Him.  He tells the story of a mustard seed, one of the smallest seeds found in that region at the time of Jesus.  He compares the Kingdom of God to the seed that seem so small but grow big.  He also compares the Kingdom of God to the small amount of yeast that spreads to the whole dough over time.  He is saying that the Kingdom of God, the place and time where God’s will is done everywhere at all times without delay, comes like a full mustard plant.  It will start small and contained.  And it might not look like it is doing much.  But over time, slowly but surely, it will grow into its full existence.  And when it does, we will be surprised by its beauty and greatness.  

The synagogue leader saw a miracle and saw what was wrong and because of that he couldn’t receive the gift that Jesus is to us, the gift that He brings to us.  And this, I do a lot.  I tend to focus on what is not right and regard that as a sign that everything else is wrong.  But if I believe what Jesus is saying, it’s actually the other way around.  When there is one miracle, one healing, one reconciliation, one overcoming of past, one step forward, it’s a sign that the Kingdom of God is surely on the march and when the time comes, it will come to fruition.  I pray that the kingdom of God in me will grow like a mustard seed.  I pray that it will grow and grow to transform me into a person who sees what is to come, not just what is here now.  

Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. Have I experienced God breaking through in my life in any way?  When was it?

2. Have I experienced set-backs or let-downs from those ‘God moments? ‘

3. Have I let that become a barrier to me in hoping and asking for more?   Bring it to God and talk to Him about it.  

