Sermon Series: How to Write a Better Future for Ourselves

Week 3 (4/18)


What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

This Sunday (4/18), Charles talked about how there is room for us to step up to partner with God here and now to bless others.  For this week’s reflection, we are going to look at the very beginning part of the bible to look deeper into the purposes of God’s creation of us on earth.  

Genesis 1:27-31

27 So God created man in his own image,         
in the image of God he created him;         
male and female he created them.

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."

 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so.

 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
Genesis 2:15-17

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

There are two different accounts of creation in the Bible.  In each account, God gives instructions on how to live in the world that He has just created for them.  These two sets of instructions are the passages we just read.  As you can see, they look somewhat different from each other.  

Some people argue that this inconsistency is a proof that the Bible is not true.  That is one way to look at it.  However, it still begs the question why the author of this document decided to write two inconsistent accounts on the same event back to back.  It seems that the author didn’t think this would challenge the authenticity and the authority of the bible.  How?  Is it possible that these two accounts are two different angles on a truth that God wants to communicate to us? Could it be that the two stories are in essence designed to teach us similar lessons?

The famous tree of the knowledge of good and evil appears only in the second account and not the first.  The role this tree plays in the story of creation and the fall seems so big that it is hard to think that the author just forgot to mention it in the first account.  Then perhaps there is a part in the first commandment that is equivalent to the part about not eating the fruit from the tree.  

The only part in the first passage that has the sense of danger and threat is the word “subdue”.  The world is freshly created by God, who thinks all is good.  Then what is there to subdue?  Theologian Gregory Boyd, in his book, God at War, argues that this word informs us on the purpose of the creation of human beings.  This word ‘subdue’– and its counterpart, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil – informs us that evil existed before God created human beings and subduing this evil is part of our purpose.  If we see in the command to ‘subdue’ a purpose behind God’s creation of human beings, that means God somehow chose to work through us, people, to fight evil. If we see it that way, we see how the two commands from the two creation accounts are equivalent:  ‘subdue’ and ‘do not eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.’  Evil does not come from God. God is only good.  So we are to fight evil and spread good as God’s agents.  

What strikes me in this theory is the active part we are to play in the well-being of not only our personal lives, but the world that we live in.  The concept of fighting evil is not new.  I now realize that I may have assumed that the evil that I am fighting was a personal evil.  I try to live an upright life and keep my own heart pure.  But both Boyd’s theory and Charles’ sermon on Acts 3 last Sunday mean more than that.  We are not passive defenders of our personal uprightness from the effect of the fall in the Garden of Eden.  We are actually made to fight evil and bring light and fruitfulness into this world.  As Peter did on the steps of the Temple when he healed the cripple, we are to actively fight and drive out the power of evil in this world, including sicknesses, broken relationships, hatred, destruction, despair and pains. 

This feels overwhelming and exciting at the same time.   I pray that God teaches where our garden is in this world.  I pray for faith and boldness to attempt to bring changes in it and for the power of Christ to go with us as we do so.  

Further questions to reflect on this week:

1. What is my “garden of Eden” that God has entrusted me to “work and take care of”?  (My mind, my body, my heart, relationships, jobs, dreams, gifts, neighborhoods, etc.)

2. What could it mean to bring God’s goodness into it? 

3. What could be the first simple easy step I can take this week to move toward that change?  

