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What is it?  This Reflection Guide is a tool to help us reflect further on Sunday’s sermon during the week as well as dig deeper into the themes presented.  

How Can I Use it?  You can choose to set aside a single chunk of time during the week to read and reflect with the Guide or you can refer to it daily throughout your week.  

This Sunday Charles talked about community and how redemption comes through community.  This week, I thought it would be fun to take a look at church and why it is a big deal.  

Matthew 16:13-20

13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"

 14They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

 15"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"

 16Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

 17Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

· Based on the search engine at Biblegateway.com, this passage is one of the two times that Jesus mentions “church”, and the only time he talks about his plans for his church.  (the other time in Matthew 18:17).  This being the only plan from Jesus that we know about, it is pretty vague and somewhat mysterious: “on this rock I will build my church.”  

· It is hard to know what exactly he means by “this rock”.  He could be talking about Peter’s confession.  That the church is built on faith and not a set of rules, doctrines or structure.   He could be talking about the person, Peter.  And this prediction is fulfilled when the group of Jesus’ followers receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  Peter is the one who gives meaning to the experience and leads people to pursue Jesus as a group, the early church.  

· I am also inclined to think that Jesus is talking not just about the person Peter, but people in general.  Church is built on people.  It is a group of people pursuing and following Jesus in loving others.  And when Jesus addresses “you” afterward, he is really talking about church not Peter in particular. Like the TV show, ‘Lost’, seems to assert, it is not hard to see that community is what it takes for someone to be redeemed.  Relationships are at the heart of our redemptions.  But then what is so special about church?  

· From this passage, Jesus seems to be saying that he has given the church a special authority over evil.  He says “the gates of Hades will not overcome it”.  Not only that, church has the power to alter reality in heaven. He says whatever the people bind or loose on earth in Jesus' name will also be bound or loosed in heaven.  

· After watching a close friend go through a two year battle with cancer and die, it is not easy to feel that I, as a follower of Jesus, or church, or a group of people in Jesus’ name, have that much power to alter the natural course of things.  As Charles and I watch the fictional but very realistic characters suffer and go through life on “Friday Night Lights”, the phrase that keeps going through my mind is “Things Fall Apart”.  That just seems to be the current.  

· The current of this world is flowing powerfully toward destruction and death.  For some, it is erosion that we don’t even notice; for others, irreversible and catastrophic boom.  The current is so strong that when we fight it alone, we are sure to lose, to be swept away.  But as a group of people, Jesus says, we will not be overcome by the power of Hades, the place of the dead.  As a church, a group of people following Jesus, we have hope that our life will move against the current.  

· I am a committed member and a big believer of church now, but it wasn’t always like that.  I did not grow up in a church and was not actively involved in one beyond casual church attendance until my late twenties.  I have come to believe in church because in the last ten years or so, I have experienced a gradual deepening of redemption as a result of being part of a church community.  It has not been easy; it has never been easy, but it's been fun - for the most part.  I have learned to be loved and to love with less fear.  And it helps me believe that some day I will do so without any fear as I keep choosing to be part of church, even as it feels like things fall apart.  Or I choose for church because things fall apart in this world.  

· Further questions to reflect on this week:

· 1. What emotions does the word ‘church’ invoke in me? 

· 2. Where did those emotions come from?

· 3. God, what do you say about my experience with ‘church’ or the way I feel about it?  (Consider sharing it with your group at the River as a way of deepening church community.)  


