Sermon Series: How to Write a Better Future for Ourselves

Week 1 (4/4/10)


Genesis 11:27 – 12: 5
This is the account of Terah.   Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. 28 While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. 29 Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no children.

 31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there.

 32 Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran.
 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.  

2 "I will make you into a great nation  
and I will bless you;        
I will make your name great,         
and you will be a blessing.

 3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;         
and all peoples on earth         
will be blessed through you."
 4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
For the last 6 weeks, we studied the book of Genesis together as part of our 40 Days of Faith.  As we celebrate the Easter, the weekly reflection guide is starting back up with the new series, How to Write a Better Future for Ourselves.  

Since we looked at the first part of the book of Genesis through the study guide, I thought it would be fun to go back there and take a closer look at the life of Abraham, who wrote a new future for himself and his family with faith.  It will also be enlightening to look at the life of his father, Terah, the starting point of Abrahm’s life.  

Terah left Ur to go to the land of Cannan.  It is not completely clear whether he also was responding to a call from God as Abraham did later on.  It seems plausible to me given the verse Nehemiah (9:7) that says, “"You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and named him Abraham”.  God had His hand in the family moving out of Ur.  But Terah didn’t make it to Cannan.  He stopped in the middle, settled down and built a town called Haran after his late son, whom he lost in Ur.  

I may be reading too much into this, but I wonder if the grief over the loss of his son kept him in Haran.  I wonder if God called Terah before Abraham to leave Ur and go to Cannan with the promise of the life of faith and greatness.  I wonder if Terah at first was motivated to follow that call because of the loss of his son.  

What is interesting is that Abraham also sets out to the land of Cannan.  His motivation is over the son that he does not have.  He also sets out without knowing what to expect on the way or in Cannan.  He also is not free from the past; he takes the son of his late brother with him.  

Charles has talked about the idea of the default future and the new future in God.  The story of Terah and Abraham makes me think about the difference between those two futures.  Terah’s life was shaped by his past.  Abraham’s was not, which is amazing when you think about it.  A future that is not shaped or trapped by its past.  

I often find myself to be either trapped in my old habits and old lessons or in complete reaction to them.  The latter gives me the illusion that I am free from the past, but the past still dictates my decisions swinging me in the other extreme.  

Through the promise of Abraham, God invites us to write a new future for ourselves.  He invites us to leave the land of the known, the land of comfort into the promised land.  When Abraham thought about his default future, aging safe and comfortable but  without a heir – hence in that culture without meaning or purpose – he took the risk and accepted God’s invitation.  What will I do?

Further questions to reflect on:

1. Given the life that I or my parents have lived, what would be my default future?

2. What is the future that I want?  God, what is the future that you promise? 

3. How do I feel about leaving the known and following God into the unknown?  What is the cost?  Do I say yes or no to God?

